UKS2 Science — Earth

and Space 2
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The Sun is a star. The Earth is one of eight planets that orbit the Sun. The
planets are called Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus
and Neptune. The Sun and the planets formed together, 4.6 billion years ago,
from a cloud of gas and dust called the solar nebula.

Over the course of a lunar month, the Moon

goes through the following phases: There are ARG

eight phases of the Moon beginning with the
new Moon, followed by waxing crescent,
first quarter, waxing gibbous, full Moon,
waning gibbous, third quarter and finally
waning crescent. The different shapes of the
moon depend on how much light from the
sun is reflecting off it.

An ice giant is a huge planet made mostly of
elements such as oxygen, carbon, nitrogen,
and sulphur. There are two known ice giants
in the Solar System, Uranus and Neptune.
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lunar

To do with the moon

solar system

The eight planets that orbit the sun

geocentric The old-fashioned idea that the sun goes around the
model Earth
heliocentric The modern idea that the Earth orbits the sun with the
model seven other planets.
gravity A pulling force that pulls everything down. The Earth
pulls things to its core. That’s why everything falls.
terrestrial A planet made mainly of rocks and metals. Mercury,
Venus, Earth and Mars are terrestrial planets
planet P
Ptolemg A mathematician and astronomer who lived in Eqypt in
the 14™ Century. We still use his ideas
Copernicus | A Polish astronomer from the 15™ and 16% Century. He
was one of the first to talk about the heliocentric model
ice giant Uranus and Neptune are ice giants
gas giant Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are gas giants

dwarf planet

A spherical, celestial body that is smaller than any of the
eight planets. Pluto is a dwarf planet

A gas giant is a large planet that has a solid core, but

a very thick atmosphere. This means that most of the

planet is made up of gas. Two of the gas giants in our
solar system are Jupiter and Saturn.




